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Punta Gorda, Florida 

On January 29 

following worship 

the 27th Annual 

Meeting of the 

congregation will 

be held to celebrate the successes of the 
past year and to lift up those who have 

led us in our ministries.  There will also 

be a special opportunity to dream about 

where God is leading us in this new 

year with a new spirit of mission and 

ministry. All those who have a stake in 

our church will be invited to participate. 

Mark your calendars now, and watch the 

weekly email updates for more 

information. 

 
The Women’s Fellowship  
and the Punta Gorda 
Lions Club will jointly 

host and sponsor a Sight 

& Hearing Screening 
event on Friday, January 13, 2012 at 
the Church. This event will be free to 
the public and consist of a full range of 
vision acuity tests, glaucoma screening, 
diabetes screening and hearing tests 
administered by the Sight Screening 
Team of the Punta Gorda Lions Club. 
 

The event is open to the public and 

will run from 9:00 a.m. until 12:00 

noon in the sanctuary. 
 

Following registration, each person will 
be directed to follow the sequence of 
tests with the last station presenting an 
evaluation of each test. Should follow-
up care be indicated, a source for 
treatments will be available. 
 

We also expect a visit from local puppy 
raisers representing Southeastern Guide 
Dogs, a Lions sponsored facility in 
Palmetto, Florida. 
 

Bring your friends and neighbors as we 
continue to minister to our community! 
  

DREAM YOUR CHURCH INTO    
          GOD’S FUTURE  

With our new “structure” comes the 
expectation that our ministries will be 
embraced and led by the entire 
congregation, not relying on a few leaders.  
That means the mission, ministries and 
activities that we offer need to be based on  
the needs and input from members, 
friends, seasonal folks and visitors. 
 
Two major opportunities for all of us to 
“dream this church into the future” will be 
offered over the next month.  The first 
comes on January 29 when, during 
worship, the annual Meeting, and a special 
lunch and sharing time, you will help us 
brainstorm both successful past activities 
and yet to be tried new ones.  You will be 
able to step forward to offer what you can 
do for God in this coming year. You will 
be able to get to know others in the 
congregation better.  You will begin to 
take ownership in our church and all that 
we do. 
 
The second will come through the month 
of February as our stewardship program 
unfolds.  To have authentic faith we must 
offer more than our financial gifts to the 
church - we must invest some of ourselves 
as well.  You will learn about all the 
“little” things that need your commitment. 

Partnership Leads to Sight and Hearing Screening 
Event For the Entire Community 

AND MORE 
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 7 - Ginny Mills 

10 - Spencer Dryden (102) 

16 - Howard Sundberg 

21 - Harold Woodhouse 

23 - Mary Grieger 

27 - Lucille Begin 

28 - Mary Barnt, Chuck      

       Kretschmar 

   NEW “BAD GIRL” 
STUDY HAS BEGUN 

The Bad Girls Book Study Group has 

begun meeting again to study In the 

Sanctuary of Women: A Companion 

for Reflection & Prayer by Jan L. 

Richardson. Amazon.com states, “Jan 

Richardson, a gifted author, poet, and 
artist, believes it is essential for women to listen to 
one another and to bring the fullness of their lives, 
with all their wonders and messiness, into their life of 
prayer.” . Drawing from the often hidden wellsprings 
of women’s wisdom in Jewish and Christian 

traditions, In the Sanctuary of Women gathers 
together six women from scripture and history whose 
lives invite us to move more deeply into our own: 
Eve, St. Brigid of Kildare, the Desert Mothers, Hildegard of 

Bingen, Harriet Powers, and the Woman of the Song of 

Songs. Each chapter becomes its own sanctuary, 

gracing and engaging the reader with the reflections, 

Thank you to all who made the 

Christmas Eve worship service 

so inspirational.  The children 

singing made me recall when I, 

too, was a child and part of a 

Christmas Eve service.  The 

four-generations of Klossners/Engebrechts who lit 

the final candle of the Advent wreath was wonderful 

to witness.  Music provided by Margo Lazzerini, 

Mary Barnt, Kevin and Kathy Rivadeniera and their 

daughters, the choir anthem with solo by Rev. Bill, 

and special vocal solo by Ed Reis all combined to 

create a joyful experience as we celebrated Christ's 

birth. And finally, it was inspiring to see not only 

friends and members of our church at this special 

worship service,  but visitors as well. 
 

Thank you to everyone, 
 

Neoma Remiger 

PART 3 

BEGINS 

FEBRUARY 6 

Many people question how ancient scriptures, creeds, and 

traditions can have meaning and relevance for their lives 

today.  Living the Questions is a study that sees faith as a 

journey where questions are as important as answers, no 

question is out of bounds, and every person’s opinion is 

valued.  A group from our congregation studied Parts 1 

and 2 over the last two winters and will continue with 

Part 3 on Monday afternoons Feb. 6 - March 26, 3:30 to 

5:00, at the church.  Topics will include “A Kingdom 

without Walls,” “Social Justice: Realizing God’s Vision,” 

“Incarnation: Divinely Human,” “Prayer: Intimacy with 

God,” “Compassion: the Heart of Jesus’ Ministry,” 

“Creative Transformation,” and “Embracing Mystery.”  

Each session will include a 20-minute DVD presentation 

featuring theologians, church leaders, sociologists, and 

biblical scholars including Marcus Borg, John Dominic 

Crossan, Walter Brueggemann, and Matthew Fox.  A 

donation of $10 ($15 per couple) is asked to cover the cost 

of printed materials.   

 

If you think this sounds interesting but you did not 

participate in the earlier studies, a  DVD of Parts 1 & 2 

may be borrowed for a short time, so that you will not 

feel you are starting in the middle.  For  more 

information or to borrow the DVD, speak to Myra or 

Don Nagel (639-3718). Please sign up for Living the 

Questions at the kiosk at the back of the sanctuary. 

          

 

 
      20—Bob and Sandy Armstrong  (50) 

   

        24 - Bill and Jean Ringelstein       
 

    

29—Walt Piotrowski  

31 - Sandy Armstrong 
 

 

stories, poetry, prayers, and blessings that Richardson 
offers. 

Meetings will be held from 3:30 to 5:30 on the first and 

third Thursdays of January, February, and March at the 

home of Marsha Rutherford. If you are interested in 
attending, please contact Marsha at 575-9419. 
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The Lifelong 
Learning Institute of 

Charlotte County 
Mary Blake Distinguished 

Lecture Series Presents 
 

The Liberators 
Americaôs Witnesses to  

the Holocaust 

By Michael Hirsh 

 

January 26, 2012 at 7:00 pm 

 

EDISON STATE COLLEGE AUDITORIUM 

PUNTA GORDA 
 

Tickets $10  - for tickets call 637-3533 

All women are invited to attend any Women's Fellowship activities.  Newcomers are always 
welcome. 

Friday, January 13 - Monthly meeting at noon in Faith Hall.  This will be a soup and 
sandwich lunch.  Hosts are Judy Lyon and Fran Yoder.  Soup makers are June Walter and 
Joanne Arvid.  The program will be presented by Bill Ringelstein, who will talk about the 
guide dogs that the Lions Club provides to those in need.  Prior to our meeting, from 9 a.m. - 

12 p.m., members of the Lions Club of Punta Gorda will be at church to provide free sight and hearing screening to the 
community.  This event is a partnership between the Women's Fellowship and the Lions Club. 

Friday, January 20 - Book Talk Tea at 1 p.m. at the home of Cindy Frazee.  Please sign up at the kiosk if you wish to attend.  
If you have any questions, call Cindy at 505-2057. 

Thursday, January 26 - Southwest Coast Region Florida UCC Women will meet at St. Andrews UCC in Sarasota.  
Contact Neoma Remiger at 575-6775 or Vera Roscoe at 941-634-3121, if you have any questions. 

Friday, January 27 - Eighth Annual Card Party and Table Games beginning at 12:00 p.m.  
The cost is $8 per person.  Bring your friends and enjoy an afternoon of your favorite cards and/or table 

games, such as Scrabble, Mexican train, Mahjongg, and more.  Men are welcome!  
Sandwiches, desserts and beverages will be provided.  Raffle tickets will be sold for table gift 
items and gift certificates, which are being donated by local merchants.  Also, there will be a 
door prize.  You must purchase your admission tickets in advance from co-chairs, Jackie 
Szeifert (637-1440), Lucille Begin (575-4077) or Neoma Remiger (575-6775).  Please sign up at 
the kiosk to provide sandwiches or desserts.  Don't forget to pick up information (letter, tax exempt certificate) for 

visiting local merchants to request gifts or certificates for the raffles.  ALL MEMBERS are asked to provide at least one or more 
raffle gift items. 

Friday, February 10 - Monthly meeting at noon in Faith Hall.  This will be a soup and sandwich lunch. 

²ƛǘƘ ƎǊŀǝǘǳŘŜ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ŀ ƎƛƊ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǘƘŜ !ƭƭ-¦// hũŜǊƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ά¢ƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ CǳƴŘ -  
±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ǊƻǎǎΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊƭƛƴŜŘ 
ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜƴƻǘŜǎ ǳǎ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻƴƭȅ рм ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƳƻǊŜ 
ǘƘŀƴ рΣнлл ¦// ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ 
wƛǎƛƴƎ {ǘŀǊ /ƘǳǊŎƘΗ  .ƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭΗ 
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          Great Decisions Discussion Group – 2012 

 

Are you looking for an opportunity to go beyond “sound bites” and 
seek to understand the complexities of some of the world’s issues?  This 

Great Decisions discussion group will provide an opportunity for non-
partisan, secular discussion of issues based on background reading of 

historical context, current U.S. policy, and alternative policy options.  

Issues for discussion this year include the following:  Middle East rea-

lignment, Promoting Democracy, Mexico, Cybersecurity, Exit from 

Iraq & Afghanistan, State of the Oceans, Indonesia, and Energy geo-

politics.  For more information about the Great Decisions program, 

check online at www.greatdecisions.org.   

A sign-up sheet will be on the kiosk at the back of the church in January, with discussions beginning in 
February.  The sign-up deadline will be January 22.  Books will then be ordered and the 8-session dis-

cussion group will begin at the church on Tuesday, February 7, at 1:30 p.m.  Book price is projected to 

be about $22.  For questions, contact Jerry and Lori Larson at jerrylorilarson@netzero.net. 

Peace to all people of good will. May this be our hope, our prayer, 
our   daily commitment. 

Pick up your copy of the UPPER ROOM for November-December, 

located in the kiosk, and reflect on the messages for the month of 
December. 

Advent devotional booklets are also available in the kiosk. These 
spiritual meditations will guide you prayerfully through the Advent 

season. 

Have you visited the table that displays the CARE NOTES? You will find that new pamphlets have 

been added over the summer months. These are free for you to take and use. 

PART 3 BEGINS FEBRUARY 6 
 
Many people question how ancient scriptures, creeds, and traditions 

can have meaning and relevance for their lives today.  Living the 

Questions is a study that sees faith as a journey where questions are as important as answers, no question is out of 

bounds, and every person’s opinion is valued.  A group from our congregation studied Parts 1 and 2 over the last two 

winters and will continue with Part 3 on Monday afternoons Feb. 6 - March 26, 3:30 to 5:00, at the church.  Topics will 

include “A Kingdom without Walls,” “Social Justice: Realizing God’s Vision,” “Incarnation: Divinely Human,” 

“Prayer: Intimacy with God,” “Compassion: the Heart of Jesus’ Ministry,” “Creative Transformation,” and “Embracing 

Mystery.”  Each session will include a 20-minute DVD presentation featuring theologians, church leaders, sociologists, 

and biblical scholars including Marcus Borg, John Dominic Crossan, Walter Brueggemann, and Matthew Fox.  A 

donation of $10 ($15 per couple) is asked to cover the cost of printed materials.   

 
If you think this sounds interesting but you did not participate in the earlier studies, a  DVD of Parts 1 & 2 may be 

borrowed for a short time, so that you will not feel you are starting in the middle.  For  more information or to borrow the 

DVD, speak to Myra or Don Nagel (639-3718). Please sign up for Living the Questions at the kiosk at the back of the 

sanctuary. 

http://www.greatdecisions.org
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Once again this year our 

Endowment Fund presented a 

grant to the òDo The Right 

Thingó program sponsored by the 

Punta Gorda Police Department.  

This program recognizes the 

good, ethical, helpful, and even 

life -changing deeds of the young 

people in our community.  

Your consistent gifts to the 

Good Samaritan Food 

Pantry changes lives.  The 

Endowment Fund also 

made a $500 grant to 

purchase food from the 

Harry Chapin Food Bank, 

which translates into about 

$3,000 worth of food for our 

community needs.  



Moderatorõs Message  -  Marsha Rutherford 

 
 

My friends in Christ, 
 
Christmas-time was such a wonderful opportunity for many to gather with friends and family, to 
worship with joyful celebration of God’s great love found in Jesus, and to reflect on a year that 
had its ups and downs.  But where do we go from here?  Where is God leading us?   

 

During this busy time, I was invited to be one of 50 or so people to preview a new book manuscript from George 
Bullard that described the kind of church that he calls “FaithSoaring Congregations.”  Bullard has described those 

congregations as “faithful, effective, and innovative congregations….always seeking new and relevant ways to tell the never 

changing true story of Jesus.”  I’m fascinated by the characteristics he identifies within those churches, noting that 

we “fit” many of them!  I was invigorated as I read, knowing that God is calling us to be something special in 
our unique community.  I know that Punta Gorda and Charlotte County are special—and unique.  Did you 

know that a study has shown that 50% of the population of Punta Gorda changes every 8 years??!!  That has 
significant implications for our ever-evolving ministries and mission.  We need to understand how we can best 
use such information and be a FaithSoaring congregation. 

 
I encourage you to remember something very important: this is not “Rev. Bill’s 
Church” or “The Leadership Team’s church”, but the church of Jesus Christ that has 

called all of us to active participation in ministry.  There is no such thing as a passive 

Christian.  Each of us must have an active faith, constantly seeking the ways God 
calls us to use our talents and gifts.  There are many places for you to serve God 
through YOUR church this year.  I invite, encourage AND expect you to be part of 

the always developing life of this, your congregation. 
       Blessings to all of us in 2012 

 

Happy New Year, Everyone! 
 

As we open a new calendar, we think of fresh starts and new beginnings. Many of us 

think about the past and make resolutions to do better. In the church we know that it is 
through God’s grace that we get our fresh start everyday. God loves us, forgives us, and blesses us, but 

He also calls to us to become all He means for us to be. So we begin again…. 

This past year the Executive Board felt called to re-examine how our leadership is organized. A 

representative group studied and re-wrote organizational aspects of our Constitution and By-Laws, and 
the congregation gave input. The changes were approved by the congregation in November, and now it 

is time for this new Leadership Team to begin their work. 

This fresh start means new opportunities for all of us. Where and how do you think the church needs to 

be involved in outreach? What studies do you think will nourish your soul and help you grow? What 
type of fellowship activities would be fun? Shall we do another Arts Month? Where is God calling you to 

serve, in small or large ways? 

During the Annual Meeting after the second worship service on Jan. 29, there will be a 

celebration of all we accomplished this past year. There will also be an opportunity to 
brainstorm possibilities for this coming year. Put your thinking caps on! Get those 

creative juices going! Think outside the box! Imagine the possibilities! Listen for God’s 
call! I can’t wait! 

Blessings,    Marsha 
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TheThe  Last WordLast Word   from Rev. Bill Klossner 



January 2012 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

                             

  1    2    3    4    5    6    7   

  6:30pm FAA     8:00am Eyeopen-

ers AA  

   8:00am Mens 

Breakfast  

8:00am Eyeopen-

ers AA  

8:00pm Peace 

River AA  

   8:00am Eyeopen-

ers AA  

7:00pm Choir 

Rehearsal  

   8:00am Eyeopen-

ers AA  

   8:00am Eyeopen-

ers AA  

   8:00am Eyeopen-

ers AA  

  

                             

  8    9    10    11    12    13    14   

  9:00am Worship  

10:30am Worship  

6:30pm FAA  

   8:00am Eyeopen-

ers AA  

   8:00am Eyeopen-

ers AA  

8:00am Mens 

Breakfast  

8:00pm Peace 

River AA  

   8:00am Eyeopen-

ers AA  

7:00pm Choir 

Rehearsal  

   8:00am Eyeopen-

ers AA  

   8:00am Eyeopen-

ers AA  

9:00am Lions 

Sight Screening  

12:00pm WF 

Mthly Meeting  

   8:00am Eyeopen-

ers AA  

  

                                          

                             

  15    16    17    18    19    20    21   

  9:00am Worship  

10:30am Worship  

6:30pm FAA  

   8:00am Eyeopen-

ers AA  

   8:00am Mens 

Breakfast  

8:00am Eyeopen-

ers AA  

5:30pm Leader-

ship Team Meet-

ing  

8:00pm Peace 

River AA  

   8:00am Eyeopen-

ers AA  

7:00pm Choir 

Rehearsal  

   8:00am Eyeopen-

ers AA  

   8:00am Eyeopen-

ers AA  

10:00am Paradise 

Gardens Mtg  

1:00pm WF Book 

Talk Tea  

   8:00am Eyeopen-

ers AA  

7:00pm My 

Heart's in the 

Highlands Con-

cert  

  

                                          

                             

  22    23    24    25    26    27    28   

  9:00am Worship  

10:30am Worship  

6:30pm FAA  

   8:00am Eyeopen-

ers AA  

   8:00am Mens 

Breakfast  

8:00am Eyeopen-

ers AA  

8:00pm Peace 

River AA  

   8:00am Eyeopen-

ers AA  

7:00pm Choir 

Rehearsal  

   8:00am Eyeopen-

ers AA  

   8:00am Eyeopen-

ers AA  

12:00pm WF 

Card Party  

   8:00am Eyeopen-

ers AA  

  

                                          

                     

  29    30    31   

  9:00am Worship  

10:30am Worship  

11:45am ANNU-

AL MEETING 

OF THE CON-

GREGATION  

6:30pm FAA  

   8:00am Eyeopen-

ers AA  

   8:00am Eyeopen-

ers AA  

8:00am Mens 

Breakfast  

8:00pm Peace 

River AA  

  

                  


